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of their prince, than new ones. The reason is that in such states it is sufficient only for the prince to maintain
the customs of those who ruled before him, and to deal carefully with circumstances as they arise. In this way
a prince of average powers can maintain himself in his state unless he loses it by some extraordinary and
excessive force.
The Prince by Niccolo Machiavelli
annexed to the hereditary state of the prince who has acquired them, as was the kingdom of Naples to that of
the King of Spain. Such dominions thus acquired are either accustomed to live under a prince, or to live in
freedom; and are acquired either by the arms of the prince himself, or of others, or else by fortune or by
ability.
by Nicolo Machiavelli Written c. 1505, published 1515
Niccolo Machiavelli (1469â€“1527). The Prince. The Harvard Classics. 1909â€“14. Introductory Note
NICCOLO MACHIAVELLI, one of the most brilliant and versatile intellects of the Italian Renaissance, was
born at Florence, May 3, 1469. He entered the public service as a young
Niccolo Machiavelli. The Prince. The Harvard Classics. 1909-14
lady of Forliâ€™ of â€˜The Prince,â€™ from whose conduct and fate he drew the moral that it is far better to
earn the confidence of the people than to rely on fortresses.
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about â€¢what a prince must do to talking about â€¢what you must do, as though he were addressing the
prince. Any such switch (the ï¬•rst is on page3) is Machiavelliâ€™s own and not an artifact of this version.
The Prince
The Prince is sometimes claimed to be one of the first works of modern philosophy, especially modern
political philosophy, in which the effective truth is taken to be more important than any abstract ideal.
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Yet in "The Prince" the duke is in point of fact cited as a type of the man who rises on the fortune of others,
and falls with them; who takes every course that might be expected from a prudent man but the course which
will save him; who is prepared for all eventualities but the one which happens; and who, when all his abilities
fail to carry him through, exclaims that it was not his fault, but an extraordinary and unforeseen fatality.
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about â€¢what a prince must do to talking about â€¢what you must do, as though he were addressing the
prince. Any such switch (the ï¬•rst is on page3) is Machiavelliâ€™s own and not an artifact of this version.
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